IN THE FORBIDDEN CITY         n

and Jesus Christ as Saviour, at the beginning of
this great spiritual harvest among the students
and leaders of China. While the Ministry of
the Interior gave us the site, the Ministry of
War granted two hundred tents from the army
to make the pavilion rain-proof. The Minister
of Education granted a half-holiday to all the
Government students in Peking, to enable them
to attend the opening meeting. The Minister
of Foreign Affairs sent his representative to the
meeting. .

On the opening day four thousand students
crowded the hall and listened with earnest
attention. After some hard hitting on moral
issues, however, the audience on the second day
was reduced to rather fewer than three thousand,
as we spoke on the sins which are undermining
China's individual and national life. On the
third night we spoke for over an hour on Jesus
Christ, the only hope of China. Over a thousand
Confucian students (from more than a score of
colleges in the city) signed cards as inquirers,
promising to join Bible classes, and a larger
number than this actually entered Bible classes
in Peking. A meeting held in another part of
the city was attended by seventeen hundred of
the gentry and business men, and the Board of
Trade asked for three hundred reserved seats at
this meeting. Many of these men also indicated